
Yes

No

Did the person have a bite exposure?

Do behavioral and epidemiologic
factors suggest that rabies is unlikely?

Was the animal captured?

Postexposure
Prophylaxis

Was there an exposure of
broken skin or mucous

membranes to saliva or CSF? See
text page 2 for the special case

of exposure to bats.

Was the animal
a cat or dog?

No Postexposure
Prophylaxis Necessary
(okay to discontinue if

already started)

Is it an epizootic
area?

Is the animal a high risk species
in an epizootic area, was there a

bite on the head or shoulders,
or will it take over 48 hours to have

the animal tested for rabies?

Is the cat or dog
adequately
immunized?

Did the dog or cat
die with signs of

rabies in the 10-day
observation period?

Begin Postexposure
Prophylaxis

Begin Postexposure
Prophylaxis

Was rabies confirmed by
direct fluorescent antibody

testing of the brain?

Was rabies confirmed
by direct fluorescent antibody

testing of the brain?

Begin/Finish
 Postexposure

Prophylaxis
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